
US Higher Education System

• Independent, autonomous university 

governance

o Public/private, various meanings

• Private evaluation agencies

o Widely-accepted accreditation by 

NACES and AICE
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How does the US view the Diploma Supplement?

• Typically uses it for its intended purpose

• General best practice states to accept it in lieu of a transcript as long as it is directly supplementing a 
diploma or degree certificate

• Language requirements may vary by entity; IU will accept English-only and not require original 
language from the country in which the institution is located

• Evaluation relies on course listings and individual course grades

o In some cases, additional degree information contained within will help to inform how US entities evaluate 
credits or the degree as a whole when determining equivalency

• Ultimately, each autonomous and independent entity will set its own standards, but most of these 
are actively involved with and regularly utilize best practice guidance from the previously-mentioned 
organizations
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