
A Field in 

Turmoil? 
Exploring the Future of 

Internationalization.



There is an interesting paradox:  According to 

one popular narrative, in an era marked by 

unprecedented global challenges, the landscape 

of internationalization is undergoing a profound 

transformation. However, at the same time, 

according to many internationalization 

practitioners, not much is truly changing. 



Session structure:

1. Welcome and intro to session (5 min)

2. Discussion starter: A field in turmoil? (10 min) 

3. Panel discussion (35 min)

4. Q&A & Wrap up (10 min)
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Dr. Kirsi Kettula, Head of 
Global Engagement, Aalto 

University

Dr. Petri Koikkalainen, TFK-
Expert, Finnish Embassy, 

Washington D.C.¨

Suvi Pulkkinen, Senior Advisor, 
Finland Chamber of Commerce

Tiina Vihma-Purovaara, Senior 
Ministerial Adviser, MEC 

Dr. Jérôme Rickmann, Senior 
Advisor Global Engagement, 

Aalto University



Discussion starter:

A Field in Turmoil?
- Exploring the Future of Internationalization

Dr. Jérôme Rickmann



Whitsed & Green (2013) argue that because the term 

[internationalization] is certainly used in a wide variety of discourses and 

systems by diverse individual actors it is constantly constructed and re-

constructed through their social practices and discourses which leads to 

a sense of chaos and uncertainty and a constant search for meaning.

Hence, we have seen the emergence of terms such as ‘comprehensive 

internationalization’ (Hudzik, 2011), ‘intelligent internationalization’ 

(Rumbley, 2015), ‘ethical internationalization’ (Pashby & Andreotti, 

2016), ‘conscientious internationalization’ (Ledger & Kawalilak, 2020), 

‘responsible internationalization’ (Stallivieri, 2019) and ‘humanistic 

internationalization’ (Streitwieser, 2019).



More focused on internationalization 
abroad than on internationalization at home; 

More ad hoc, fragmented and marginal than 
strategic, comprehensive and central in 
policies; 

More in the interest of a small, elite subset 
of students and faculty than focused on 
global and intercultural outcomes for all, so 
little to no inclusiveness and equity; 

Directed by a constantly shifting range of 
political, economic, social/cultural, and 
educational rationales, with increasing focus 
on economic motivations; 

Increasingly driven by national, regional, 
and global rankings; 

Little alignment between the international 
dimensions of the three core functions of 
higher education: education, research, and 
service to society; 

Primarily a strategic choice and focus of 
institutions of higher education, but 
increasingly also a priority of national 
governments (soft power, reputation and/or 
revenue- driven) and regions (European 
Union, Bologna signature countries, ASEAN); 

Following already well-established 
models—mainly promoted by “big players” 
with enough economic clout and tradition in 
higher education promotion: the UK, USA, 
France, Germany etc. 

Internationalization practices in the last 30 years:

Although there are counterexamples to this dark picture in the form of internationalisation of the 

curriculum at home, virtual exchange and collaborative online international learning (COIL), 

internationalisation for society and movements of decolonisation and action on climate 

change in international education (such as CANIE), the move towards a more socially responsible 

internationalisation is, at the institutional level, more about rhetoric and is often limited to some good 

intentions and isolated practices. (De Wit & Deca, 2020)



Two lenses: PWC Megatrends 2024 & WEC Education 4.0 Framework

External environment focus vs. Individual “Bildung” focus? 



Multipolarity: Global 

Student Mobility 

concentration patterns 

(Glass & Cruz, 2022)

IAU 2024
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