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EDC experiences at the UNIST / SEA-EU
• Q1 2019, Expression of Interests to participate in the piloting of the EDC (among the first 

institutions); Preparation of the SEA-EU project (6 Universities from EU)

• Q2-Q4 2019, Participating in piloting of the EDC and Peer Learning; sample of 
credentials/diplomas for testing; starting the SEA-EU European University

• Q1-Q2 2020, Conceptual testing and bilateral training on the EDC Framework

• Q2 2020, Installation of the IT tool (NexU) and testing the e-Seal

• Q3-Q4 2020, Conceptual understanding and preparation of the SEA-EU alliance

• Q1 2021, First issue of EDC (for non-formal events) at the UNIST

• Q1-Q3 2021, Preparing training and guidelines – widening practice to the SEA-EU

• Q2-Q3 2021, Issuing EDC (for 2 non-formal events), over 100 participants

• Q4 2021, First issue of BSc and MSc qualifications, diplomas and DS (over 60 graduates)
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• Wide spectrum of attractive potentials of the EDC

• Motivated for the development of the EDC practical guidelines for all types of users, and 

analyses of interests and issues of different users

• Implementation of the EDC within the SEA-EU universities – up to now, 6 universities within 

the SEA-EU are at different stages of preparation/implementation:

• Uni-Malta and Uni-Gdansk are ready for the first issue of certificates; Uni-Cadiz and Uni-

Brest are preparing themselves; Uni-Kiel analyses how to use its own infrastructure

• Widening practices within the SEA-EU universities, employers and other stakeholders

• Widening practices to other HEIs, outside the SEA-EU alliance, and various stakeholders

Interests at the UNIST and the SEA-EU
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Challenges that the UNIST and the SEA-EU has faced

• Understanding the potentials of the EDC Framework and the concept behind, etc.

• Understanding the basic IT elements; understanding preconditions (operating systems, etc.)

• Providing the qualified e-Seal from the appropriate institution; types of e-Seals; etc.

• Understanding data model, expressed as XLS / XML

• Integration to the existing databases at institutions and the higher education systems – in order 

to use already prepared data on qualifications (learning outcomes, assessment, etc.)

• Integration to other transparency tools (automatic recognition, quality assurance, mobility, etc.)

• Legislation issues at national levels

• Motivation of administration staff

• Etc.
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… and the overcome

• Functional Guidelines and explanation of various elements on the EDC – also, supported by 

the Europass website on the EDC

• Training, meetings and workshops

• Support by EU experts

• Motivated individuals at the UNIST and the SEA-EU, including rectors and deans/leaders of 

study programmes

• Support by the governance of the UNIST and the SEA-EU, project based activities

• Right time of the idea (digitalisation agenda)

• Producing (simple) examples 

• Step-by-step processes
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Potentials, as seen by project leaders/participants the UNIST / SEA-EU

• EDC valuable for anyone – universities as HEI, professors, students, NGOs, employers, etc.

• EDCs are free; EDC Framework is enough simple to use

• Great potential values if linking to Quality Assurance, automatic recognition of foreign 

qualifications, mobilities of graduates/employers, etc.

• Image of the University and the Alliance

• Potentials for further development and the use for other types of credentials at HEIs and 

the HE research systems (published research papers, citations, patents, etc.)
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XLSM-files for non-formal EDCs, May and June 2021
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EDC – BSc and MSc in Health Sector

• First cycle (BSc), 43 agreed to receive EDC in addition to paper Diploma and DS:

• BSc in Nursing, 12 graduated in July 2021 (10 agreed)

• BSc in Midwifery, 11 graduated in July 2021 (10 agreed)

• BSc in Physiotherapy, 10 graduated in July 2021 (7 agreed)

• BSc in Radiologic Technology, 10 graduated in July 2021 (9 agreed)

• BSc in Medical Laboratory Diagnostic, 8 graduated in July 2021 (7 agreed)

• Second cycle (MSc), 16 agreed to receive EDC in addition to paper Diploma and DS:

• MSc in Nursing, 7 graduated in March and July 2021 (7 agreed)

• MSc in Radiological Technology, 7 graduated in March, April and July 2021 (6 agreed)

• MSc in Physiotherapy, 3 graduated in March 2021 (3 agreed)
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XLSM-files for BSc and MSc diplomas in health sector
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Further interests

For the flexible use of EDC, well-established instruments for classifications are needed:

• Integration of the EDC to DEQAR (database of institutions and study programmes according 

to the ESG)

• Integration to other transparency tools – ESCO, etc.

• Analyses of EDC potentials to be used for other missions of universities (research, third 

missions, etc.)

• Etc.



SEA-EU

Resources needed for the EDC

• Supporting individual/group work for preparation the implementation of the EDC, project 

based and supports by EU experts, guidelines, trainings, workshops

• IT tool, NexU, about 200 EUR/y

• Development of the IT applications for the automated actions, data inputs, harmonisation 

with the existing databases, etc.

• By time, expected financial and other benefits – for all, HEIs, graduates, employers – similar 

as for Boarding Passes, electronic tickets, etc.

• Employers in the IT sector – are very interested

• Students have interests to have both, paper and EDC

• Some leaders of study programmes at the UNIST are very motivated to issue EDC
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Thank you for your attention

Prof. Dr. Mile Dželalija
University of Split, European University of the Seas, SEA-EU

mile@pmft.hr
mdzelalija@gmail.com


